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Fried Frank Nabs 2 Merger-Focused Partners For Tax Practice 

By Khadijah M. Britton 

Law360, New York (October 20, 2014, 6:23 PM ET) -- Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacobson LLP has 
added two partners with nearly 40 years of collective experience, one who focuses on mergers and 
international matters and the other with chops in mergers and real estate, to its tax practice in its New 
York and London offices, the firm announced Monday. 
 
Before joining Fried Frank, Christopher Roman was a partner in the tax 
department of King & Spalding’s New York office, where his practice focused 
on tax aspects of alternative investment funds and fund-related mergers and 
acquisitions. Nick Thornton, who rejoins Fried Frank, most recently was head 
of Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe LLP’s London tax practice, where he advised 
clients on the tax aspects of a range of business matters, particularly those 
with an international dimension. 
 
“We are pleased to welcome Chris and welcome back Nick, who both bring 
strong technical skills and commercial acumen to our tax practice and to our 
clients around the world,” Fried Frank chairman David Greenwald said. “In 
addition, both consistently demonstrate a deep understanding of the markets in which their clients 
operate and will make important contributions to our asset management, mergers and acquisitions, 
capital markets, finance and real estate matters.” 
 
Roman brings Fried Frank experience in corporate transactional work and matters involving real estate 
and real estate investment trusts. His clients include sponsors and investors in fund formations, along 
with investors in secondary sales of interests in private funds on both the sell-side and buy-side and 
investors and sponsors in debt and equity co-investment transactions. Roman’s REIT experience includes 
representing companies and underwriters in REIT formations, securities offerings, debt financings, asset 
acquisitions, dispositions, M&A and other transactions. 
 
Before joining Fried Frank, Roman was a partner in the tax department of King & Spalding’s New York 
office. He received a Master of Laws degree from New York University School of Law in 1995, a law 
degree from The University of Akron School of Law in 1994 and an undergraduate degree from Indiana 
University in 1991. Roman is the chairman of the American Bar Association’s REIT Committee and 
member of the New York City Bar Association’s Committee on the Taxation of Business Enterprises. 
 
Thornton advises clients on business tax issues such as mergers and acquisitions, corporate 
restructurings, securities offerings, financings and fund formation. In the private equity space, he has 
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significant experience in fund structuring and in related structuring of incentive arrangements among 
sponsor team members. 
 
He has worked on complex tax issues for a number of major international clients including Gap, JP 
Morgan,Citibank, Pirelli, Yammer, RBS Asset Management, Royal Bank of Canada and Thomson Reuters. 
 
From 2005 to 2010, Thornton was a senior associate in Fried Frank’s London tax group and worked with 
a number of the firm's clients such as Aleris, Goldman Sachs, Highbridge, Rio Tinto and Virgin Media. 
 
“I know many people from my previous time here, so it really feels like coming home," Thornton told 

Law360. "The tax people in the East Coast offices are exceptional talents, 
and I’m looking forward to working alongside them again.” 
 
Thornton told Law360 that in his years away from Fried Frank, he 
deepened his experience in the technology and emerging company sector, 
and that he is excited to push forward the firm’s initiatives in that area. He 
said he is excited to share the firm’s private equity expertise with his UK-
based clients, and mentioned the firm's recent hire of Graham White in 
London "is a very exciting development.” 
 
Thornton received his law degree from City University in London in 1995 
and his undergraduate degree with honors from the University of Oxford, 
New College in 1993. He was awarded a legal practice course distinction by 
the College of Law. He is a solicitor and an associate of the Chartered 

Institute of Taxation. He has consistently been recognized by Chambers as a leading lawyer in tax. 
 
--Editing by Richard McVay. 
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